
 

This weekend sees Timaru hosting the New 

Zealand Secondary School Cross Country 

Championships. 

There will not a big local presence with the best 

prospects coming in the senior boys teams’ 

competition. The Palmerston North Boys High 

team of Jamie Dennis, Andre Le Pine-Day, 

Robert Norman, Luke Scott, Benjamin Wall and 

Liam Wall is a very strong combination. 

Benjamin Wall and Andre Le Pine-Day are 

expected to be prominent in the individual 

race. 

Dannevirke High’s Stephanie Walker and Nga 

Tawa’s Adelaide Roper will contest the senior 

girl’s event with Emma Ferguson from Nga 

Tawa lining up in the junior race. 

*       *       *       *       *       *       *       * 

The Dorne Cup is one of the Capital’s premier 

cross country events and last Saturday several 

local athletes travelled to the Hutt Valley to 

compete in this event.  

Kara Macdermid in her first cross country race 

of the season finished a close second in the 

senior women’s event. This year, despite 

getting a good soaking after stumbling in one 

of stream crossing, she completed the course 

almost 50 seconds quicker than when she won 

the event last year. A former Palmerston North 

Athletic club member Melissa Black was 

fourth.  

In the senior men’s event David Lovelock was 

16th and Mark Searle 23rd. Andrew Davenport 

was the fifth competitor in the M50 grade to 

finish. Andre Le Pine-Day was fourth in the 

junior grade. Wanganui Collegiate used this 

event as a final tune up for their athletes  

 

 

 

 

 

competing at the NZ Schools Cross Country 

championships with Liam Back finishing third in 

the senior men’s event with Andres Hernandez 

third, George Lambert sixth and Zac Bellamy 

eighth in the junior event. A good indication 

that they will be very prominent in the results 

with Back favoured to take out the senior title. 

*       *       *       *       *       *       *       * 

The Oceania Track and Field championships 

take place from 25-28 June in Townsville and 

there will be considerable interest in the 

performances of local competitors.  

Palmerston North Athletics will be represented 

by Jordan Peters who will compete in the long 

jump and Ben Langton Burnell in the javelin. 

Former club member, Hamish Kerr who is now 

based in Christchurch will contest the high 

jump. Whanganui’s Emma Osborne is entered 

in the 400m and 800m. 

Emma Sutherland (high jump) Anna Thomson 

(triple jump) and Cody Wilson (sprints) are 

other team members we are familiar with 

having seen them compete here in the recent 

winter series. A bonus to the team will be 

having Anne Thomson as one of the appointed 

team coaches. 

*       *       *       *       *       *       *       * 

Next Saturday will see the Anderson Rally, 

once a major sporting event for Dannevirke, 

revised after a lengthy break. 

The event which was run by the Dannevirke 

Harrier Club was first held in 1934 and reached 

its peak in 1971 when 764 athletes took part. 

Unfortunately the death of the long term event 

organiser followed by a general decline in 
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membership saw the decision made in 1977 to 

disband the Dannevirke Harrier Club resulting 

in the loss of this event. 

This week I have been given a copy of a PN 

Harrier Club booklet produced to celebrate the 

opening of their clubrooms back in 1973 which 

included some the club history with successes 

in the Anderson Rally appearing quite 

frequently. 

In 1937, the club then known as the YMCA 

Harrier club won both the Senior A and B teams 

race. In 1938 the Senior B won the Rally with 

the A team finishing second behind Wellington 

Scottish in the competition. In 1939 the club 

wins both the A and B titles. In 1952 Larry Sykes 

wins the junior race at the Anderson Rally. 

1955 saw the club juniors win the Rally. In 1962 

Peter Richards win the Rally in record time. 

1965 saw the L McGregor winning the colts 

Anderson Rally.  

Terry Walker has taken up the challenge to 

bring the event back onto the harrier calendar 

with help from the Napier Harrier Club and the 

Feilding Moa Harrier Club. 

The event will be held at the Dannevirke A & P 

Showgrounds starting at 1 pm with a 1k race 

for under 7’s. The 2k race for under 11 and 

under 13 will start at 1.45 pm this will be 

followed at 1.50pm by the 5k races with the 

10k races starting at 2.00pm. 


