
 

Last Sunday’s opening round of the winter 

track and field series highlighted the hard work 

that local athletes who are shortly to compete 

oversea have been putting in. 

Brayden Grant who is representing New 

Zealand at the Pacific Games in Apia next 

month showed he was on target for a great 

performance cutting out the 400m in a very 

classy 49.77s, a brilliant time for this time of 

the year. Joseph Chamberlain provided some 

good competition for Grant recording a good 

out of season 52.85s.   

Jordan Peters looks in good shape for his trip 

to Townsville to compete in the Oceania Track 

and Field championships later this month. He 

had a best long jump performance of 7.29m 

and was consistently over 7.20m with his other 

jumps. Earlier in the day he lined up in the 60m 

sprint finishing a close second behind Zac 

Topping who took out the race in 7.11s, Peters 

clocking 7.21s, with Grant third in 7.49s.  

 

The men’s 60m race (Photo taken from MATS Training – 

Sport Performance and Athletic Development Facebook 

page) 

There was a good battle for the minor places in 

the long jump with world transplant champion 

Matt Field in his first competition since 

September leaping 5.72m just ahead of one of  

 

 

 

 

 

our younger athletes Forbes Kennedy who 

leaped 5.65m with Mitchell Bialy a former 

leading secondary school athlete making a 

return to the sport after a four year absence 

leaping 5.36m. He is a very welcome addition 

to the local athletic scene. 

Another athlete heading to Townsville, Cody 

Wilson cut out the 200m in 22.60s and was 

provided with some great help from Topping 

and Bialy who combined to run a 2x100m relay 

against him finishing in 22.36s. 

It was great to see the number of our younger 

athletes taking the chance to get some 

competition. Monique Gorrie won the 200m in 

28.04s and was third in the 60m behind 

Pavinee Watson and Anna Gwerder. Angela 

Jukes ran a nice 800m in 2m37.32s nicely 

paced by Andrew Davenport. 

A trip to the North Island Secondary School 

championships is often the motivation for 

some to take athletes more seriously and 

Maiah Gilbert is a great example of this. After 

recording a personal best at Tauranga she has 

joined the training groups and on Sunday she 

competed in the high jump against Emma 

Sutherland the bronze medal winner in the 

senior grade at the national championships. 

Sutherland took out the competition with a 

1.71m clearance but Gilbert produced a 

personal best with her 1.58m clearance. 

Brilliant stuff.  

*       *       *       *       *       *       *       * 

Last Monday fortnight the annual New Zealand 

Super Eight Schools Cross Country was held at 

Massey University. It was a hugely successful 

day for the PNBHS team, with amazing 

individual performances across all races. At the 
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end of the event, the team was presented with 

the trophy for top overall Super Eight School 

for the first time. 

The Year 9 three-man team of Reuben Duker, 

Thomas Duncan and Fergus Doolan were 

placed first, The Junior three-man team of 

Nelson Doolan, Sam Stichbury and Luke Brown 

placed second whilst the senior three-man 

team of Benjamin Wall, Liam Wall and Andre 

Le Pine-Day were first. 

Top individual results saw Reuben Duker first 

in the Year 9 event. He was followed home by 

Thomas Duncan in second place and Fergus 

Doolan fifth. The junior boy’s race saw Nelson 

Doolan fourth, Sam Stichbury fifth and Luke 

Brown sixth. Benjamin Wall was first over the 

line in the senior event with his brother Liam 

fifth, Andre Le-Pine Day sixth, Luke Scott 

seventh, Robert Norman eighth and Jamie 

Dennis ninth.  

Many of these athletes were part of the very 

successful Feilding Moa Harrier Club team that 

took out the top honours at the Hughes 

Memorial Cross Country event held in Hawera 

last Saturday. Congratulations for taking out 

the events major award, a famous first for the 

club. The Palmerston North Athletic club was 

also well represented with David Lovelock 

taking out the senior men’s race with Mark 

Searle third and Kallum Brown fourth. 


